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       The Bard 
March 2010  Doug Byers, Editor 

 

Insights from Isely  
 
 

In 1825, young Garret Hughes from County Louth “took the king’s shilling” and sailed away 
from Ireland to serve in the British Army in New Brunswick, Canada.  After completing his 
enlistment, he crossed the border into the United States.  Following a stint in the American Army, 
he married a girl from County Kilkenny and eventually moved west to become a pioneer, the first 
settler in what is now the Town of Cleveland in Marathon County, Wisconsin.   

Garret was the first of my immigrant ancestors. More ancestors followed from other parts of 
Ireland and other parts of Europe.  The last Irish arrived around 1854.  That was a long time ago, 
but still there’s something special about being Irish.  Initially unwelcome, the Irish somehow 
worked their way into America’s heart and imagination.  When I was a boy, my father used to say 
(endlessly) that there were only two kinds of people in the world, those who were Irish and those 
who wished they were Irish.   

A little Irish blood goes a long way and on St. Patrick's Day many without a drop can be 
found all decked out in green --which brings me the point of my message.  (We always have to tell 
a story first, don’t we?)   

The annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade is a great American tradition that goes back to 
colonial days. If ever there was time for the Emerald Society to show its colors, it’s at the 
Downtown and Bluemound Parades.  Now, some years we have a pretty good showing and 
some years not so good.  Some years the weather is just grand and some years not so grand.  
Some Emerald Society members are always there and some simply cannot make it.   But every 
Emerald Society member who can make it should be there.   

This is one time that we should really be out there--in force!  We’re all in the Emerald 
Society because we’re proud of our heritage (dúchas) and our profession (gairm) so it’s time to 
get off your tóin (no translation needed) and march.     We should have more than a good 
showing; we should have a great showing! 
 

John P. Isely, Jr. 
President 
jisely@wi.rr.com 
 

P.S.  We always have a good time; ask anyone who’s been there.   
 

Happy St. Patrick s̈ Day! 
. 
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EMERALD SOCIETY 
OF WISCONSIN 
FUNDRAISER 

 BENEFITING 

 THE BRENDAN HEART 
FUND  

Featuring 

Atlantic Wave - Reilly 
Greater Milwaukee Fire and Police Pipes 

and Drums 
The Glencastle Irish Dancers 

Shamrock Club Pipes and Drums 
Monster Raffle 

On 

Sunday, March 7, 2010 
Noon-to 6PM 

Derry Hegarty’s Irish Pub - 5328 West Bluemound Ave 
$5.00 @ the Door 

Web: http://www.emeraldsociety.us 
 

100% of raffle proceeds and 60% of admission proceeds will go 
directly to the Brendan Heart Fund at Children’s Hospital. 

 

http://www.emeraldsociety.us/
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Parade Update 
Saturday March 13, 2010 

 
The day of celebration begins with a Mass at 8:30 a.m. at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church at 7th and Washington 

on Milwaukee’s south side.  The Shamrock Club of Wisconsin will be reserving a pew for the emerald society.  Meet in 
the rear of church and we will march in as a group.   

After Mass, the next event is the Downtown Parade that kicks off at 12:00 Noon sharp.  Emerald Society 
members (and squad cars), should stage at 4th and Wisconsin Ave.  Once again this year the DoubleTree Hotel is 
making its shuttle van available to Emerald Society members.  

If you want to march in the Downtown Parade, you can park in the area of Derry’s Pub (53rd and Bluemound) 
and board the shuttle van at Derry’s, between 10:45 and 10:55 a.m.  The van will leave for the Downtown Parade at 
11:00 a.m. and take you directly to 4th and Wisconsin Ave.  The shuttle van will stay in the parade and be available 
after the parade to convey you back to Derry’s.   

Once back at Derry’s you should be available to march in the Bluemound Road Parade that will kick off at 
3:30 p.m. from the area of 66th and Bluemound. (stage at 3:00 p.m.)  At the time that I am writing this article I do not 
know what unit number will be assigned to the Emerald Society for the Downtown Parade or the Bluemound Road 
Parade.  I have requested that we follow the Greater Milwaukee Fire and Police Pipes and Drums in both parades.  I 
am also asking for any of our members who are working for a law enforcement agency to try and get a squad car to 
represent your agency in both parades.  Have the squads stage at 4th and Wisconsin at 11:30 a.m. and 66th and 
Bluemound at 3:00 p.m.   

I hope we have a nice turnout of our membership as we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Emerald 
Society of Wisconsin.  If you have any questions about the Mass or parades, please feel free to call me at my home 
(262) 549-0203.   

 

I m p o r t a n t   R e m i n d e r 

Members marching in the parades will be given a coupon for a free beverage  
(beer or soda) redeemable at Derry’s.   
 
Take care,    

Ken Donovan  
 

 

  E M E R A L D   S O C I  E T Y   O F   W I S C O N S I N  

   "2  0
th

   A N N I  V E R S A R Y "    D I  N N E R   D A N C E  

Dance to the 5 Piece Group:  ñ Our House Bandò 

A P R I  L    1 7 ,   2 0 1 0  

See attached Registration Form.  Be sure to get your reservations in soon!!! 

 
The hotel info for the Dinner Dance is as follows:  

Hampton Inn:  176 West Wisconsin Ave Milwaukee WI 53203   Phone: 414-271-4656  

$109.00 Includes breakfast.  Rooms blocked under Emerald Society  Parking an extra $12  

 

County Clare:  1234 North Astor Street Milwaukee WI 53202   Phone: 414-27-CLARE  

$119.50 includes breakfast   Will Not Block Rooms or provide group rate 
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Emerald Society of Wisconsin 
                                                          Membership Application 
 
The Emerald Society of Wisconsin, Inc. was founded in May 1990 in order to foster and promote Irish heritage and 
culture in the law enforcement and criminal justice community in Wisconsin. The Emerald Society is a social, fraternal, 
and cultural organization. The Society is open to all present and past members of the law enforcement and criminal 
justice community who are of Irish descent or who have an interest in fostering and furthering that heritage. The 
Emerald Society of Wisconsin is a charter member of the National Conference of Law Enforcement Emerald 
Societies, Inc.   
 
The Emerald Society logo shows the State of Wisconsin, amid the Claddagh, a symbol of friendship, loyalty and love.  
The crossed gavel, sword, and key symbolize the three branches of the criminal justice system (law enforcement, 
courts and corrections).  The motto, “dúchas agus gairm le chéile,” means “heritage and profession together.”  
 
Dues are $25.00 per year (March 17th to March 16th) and are prorated at $2.50 per month for those who 
wish to join in midyear. (First year dues are waived for any recruit, cadet or student enrolled in a state approved or 
federal basic law enforcement course. Enrollment is subject to verification.) Please fill in the below application and 
mail to: 
 

Emerald Society of Wisconsin 
P. O. Box 24 

Milwaukee WI 53201-0024 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________________ State: _____ Zip: ____________ 

Phone: _____________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________ 

Agency Name: ___________________________________________ 

 
Regular ( ) Associate ( ) New ( ) Renewal ( ) 
 
New applicants for associate membership, please list a regular member in good standing as your sponsor:  
______________________________________                                                   
 
Emerald Society of Wisconsin, Inc. 
P. O. Box 24 
Milwaukee, WI 53201-0024 
http://www.emeraldsociety.us 

rev. 01/03/10 

 

http://www.emeraldsociety.us/
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An Open Letter to the Members  

of the Emerald Society of Wisconsin 
 

 
On May 1, 1990, eleven members of local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies 

met in Milwaukee.  The purpose was to discuss the creation of an Emerald Society for Law 

Enforcement Officers of Irish descent in Wisconsin.   

We were following in the footsteps of Police Officers in a number of other cities and states.  

The first Emerald Society was that of the NYPD formed in 1953.  As a result of our meeting the 

Emerald Society of Wisconsin was formed. 

Twenty years in the life of any organization is a milestone and we are rightly proud to be 

celebrating that event on April 17, 2010.  During those years, our efforts on behalf of the Brendan 

Heart Fund and Children’s Hospital have raised over $30,000.00.  Our members are regular 

volunteers at Irish Fest, members of the Greater Milwaukee Fire & Police Pipes & Drums, the 

Shamrock Club of Wisconsin, the Irish Cultural and Heritage Center, and other Irish and 

Charitable organizations. 

One of the most important achievements of our organization is how we have been able to 

attract new members and involve more of those members in the Society.  A revision of the 

Constitution and by-laws of the ESW several years ago led to a regular change of leadership 

positions while maintaining the continued presence of experienced members in leadership roles. 

As a founding member, past president, and former board member of the Emerald Society 

of Wisconsin, I have seen these changes and achievements and could not be more pleased with 

the results. 

To have been chosen as the Emerald Society’s “Irishman of the Year” for 2010 is especially 

gratifying because of the 20th Anniversary of our Society.  I was out of town in Georgia and South 

Carolina in January (24 degrees) when John Isely notified me and I was truly surprised.  I am 

pleased to accept the honor on behalf of myself, my wife, Judie, and my entire family.  They have 

always been very encouraging and supportive of my involvement and of the Emerald Society. 

Thank you, the members of the Society, for presenting me with this honor. Let’s just hope 

the weather is great on parade day so my grandchildren can enjoy the ride! 

 
 

John Finnegan 
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Welcome home  
 Scott McDonnell  

        Thanks for your service ! 
 

Michael Mahoney in Iraq 
 

Former Milwaukee County Assistant District 
Attorney Michael Mahoney is currently serving as a 

resident legal advisor in Iraq with the Criminal 
Division of the US Department of Justice 

The Bard is the official publication of the EMERALD SOCIETY of 
WISCONSIN P.O. Box 24, Milwaukee WI 53201-0024 and is published 
as often as we have something important to say. Dues are $25.00 per 
year. First year dues are waived for any recruit, cadet or student enrolled 

in a state-certified or federal basic law enforcement program.  
Web site:  www.emeraldsociety.us 
 
e-mail: dougbyers@att.net (Editor) or 

 jisely@wi.rr.com (John Isely, President) 

Calendar of Events 
 
Monday, March 1,   2010  

Emerald Society Meeting  
Derry’s Pub 
5326 W. Bluemound Road 
General Membership Meeting 7:00 P.M. 
Board of Directors Meeting  6:00 P.M 
 
Sunday, March 7,  

Annual Brendan Heart Fund Event,  
12:00-6:00 p.m.  
Derry’s Pub 
5326 W. Bluemound Road 
 (flyer included in this issue.)  
 
Saturday,  March 13, 2010  

Irish Mass  
St. Patrick’s Church 
7

th
 and Washington, Milwaukee 

8:30 A.M. 
 
Saturday,  March 13, 2010  

St. Patrickôs Day Parades 
12:00 p.m. Downtown, 3:30 Bluemound,  
(Emerald Society shuttle leaves Derry’s at 11:00 a.m.). 
 
Saturday April 17

th
,   2010 

Emerald Society 20th Anniversary  
Dinner Dance  
Italian Community Center 
631 E. Chicago Avenue 
5:30 P.M. to Midnight 
 
Monday, May 3,   2010  

Emerald Society Meeting  
Derry’s Pub 
5326 W. Bluemound Road 
General Membership Meeting 7:00 P.M. 
Board of Directors Meeting  6:00 P.M 
 
Note:  All dates and times are subject to change 
 

 

Emerald Society of Wisconsin 
                Officers   Past Presidents 
President :  John Isely Jr.  Pete Fleming 
President-Elect:  Ken Donovan  Bill Sullivan 
Vice-President:  Tom Fischer  Tom McKale 
Secretary: Josh Morgan  Kevin Lynch 
Treasurer: Gary Schneider  Jim Sanfilippo 
Quartermaster: John Mallon  Ken Donovan 
Historian:  Bill Sullivan  Pat Dunn 
Chaplain:  Bishop William P. Callahan     John Finnegan 

                 
Board of Directors: 

 Steve Roufus  March 2010 
 (VACANT)  March 2010 
 Kevin Lynch  March 2011 
 Elizabeth Hanson  March 2011 
 Carol Ann Kashishian. March 2012 
 John Harrington  March 2012 

 

   The Bard Editor: Doug Byers 

 

 

NEXT MEETING  
ANNUAL ELECTIONS 

   

Monday, March 1st , 2010 
Derry’s Pub 

5326 W. Bluemound Road 
7:00 P.M 

 

Board of Directors Meeting: 6:00 P.M. 

mailto:dougbyers@att.net

