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Message from the President 
 

As my first order of business as I assume the role of your President during this 20
th
 Anniversary year, I want to 

express my sincere gratitude to our now Past President John Isely.  Thank you, John for all of your efforts in leading 
the Emerald Society of Wisconsin during 2009/2010. 
   As I write this article our 20

th
 Anniversary Dinner Dance on April 17

th
 is fast approaching.  Thanks to Carol Ann 

Kashishian, Richard Thomas and Mike Gaynor, for all of your hard work in organizing the event.  We will discuss the 
Dinner Dance in more depth at our May 3

rd
 meeting.  Our May meeting will be at Irish Fest Headquarters, 1532 

Wauwatosa Ave. (North 76 Street) in Wauwatosa. 
  During this coming year through March 17, 2011 I pledge to our membership that I will do my very best to 
properly preside over our organization.  I must tell you however, in my mind, our organization will only be as good as 
each individual member is willing to make it.  I am well aware that each of us has multiple responsibilities in our 
personal, professional and social lives.  I implore you to make every effort to raise the Emerald Society of Wisconsin, to 
a high level on your list of priorities and responsibilities.  Our Irish culture and the law enforcement profession are two 
highly important reasons to express our pride.  Our logo "heritage and profession together" is what our organization is 
all about.  Personal invitations to join our organization are very important.  I ask all of our members to reach out and 
seek out new members to the Emerald Society of Wisconsin. 
  As I mentioned earlier, our May meeting is going to take place at Irish Fest headquarters (1532 Wauwatosa 
Ave.in  Wauwatosa).  A representative from Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin will be on hand so that the proceeds from 
the Brendan event can be turned over to Children’s Hospital.  Barry Stapleton will also be on hand to make a 
presentation about the Irish music archives and the recovery of Irish music recordings by Francis O'Neill, a former 
Chief of Police from the Chicago P.D.  I hope everyone will be able to attend. 
  This is our 20th Anniversary year and I think it important that we take time to support and attend our 
organization’s meetings and events.  I think it also appropriate that we as a organization reflect back on our history and 
recognize the people who originally formed the Emerald Society of Wisconsin.  The members of the founding Ad Hoc 
committee and the departments that they worked for were:  John Finnegan, Tom McKale, Jim Sanfilippo, Brian 
O'Keefe, Michael Durfee, Gregory Bauer, Jerry Kernan, and Jim Dunn - all from the Milwaukee Police Dept., Jim 
McDermott from the FBI, Dale Brennen from the UWM Police Dept. And D. Michael Guerin ,a former Milwaukee 
police officer and current private attorney.  In May 1990, these men had the vision to form the Emerald Society of 
Wisconsin.  20 years later, as the current President of the organization I salute these men for their forsight and 
dedication to Irish heritage and the law enforcement profession. 
  In closing I want to recognize Mike Schuh for his efforts in collecting and framing a collection of various 
patches from numerous Irish police organizations and pipe bands.  Mike framed the patch collection and it was 
presented to Derry’s Pub at the Brendan Heart fund event. 

I hope I will see you at the May meeting.  Stay safe!!    

 

Ken Donavan 
President 
kdonavan@carollu.edu 
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From Our Chaplain 
 

My sincere congratulations to all Emerald Society members as we celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the 
Emerald Society of Wisconsin. It is an honor for me to serve this fine organization that combines the law enforcement 
profession with Irish culture and heritage. You all should be very proud of the contributions that the Emerald Society of 
Wisconsin has made over the years to the Brendan Heart Fund at Children’s Hospital.  Congratulations to all of the 
people who organize and support the work for this great cause. Your efforts are truly appreciated. 

Twenty years is a long time for any organization to stay in operation.  It takes dedication and determination on 
the part of all the people who over the years served on the executive board, the board of directors and other key 
positions.  God bless you all for your efforts over the years. 

Again, I am proud of my association with the Emerald Society of Wisconsin. I look forward to seeing you at 
upcoming events and serving the organization now and in the future. 

May God bless all of the members of the Emerald Society of Wisconsin and keep them safe always! 
 
Bishop William Patrick Callahan 
Chaplain - Emerald Society of Wisconsin  
Auxiliary Bishop - Archdiocese of Milwaukee 

 

 
 
 
 
E m e r a l d   S o c i e t y  
   O f   W i s c o n s i n 

 
      a 
  g r e a t 
h i s t o r y 

    
 

     20 years in Wisconsin                15 Years with NCLEES 
 
Most, if not all of you know, our Emerald Society was one of the very first to join the National Conference of Law 

Enforcement Emerald Societies back in 1995. In fact we where the 7
TH

  Emerald Society to sign the charter. The NCLEES got 
started in May of 1995 when a group of about 50 or so people meet in Washington DC during Police Week. It was decided then that 
a National group would be formed to unit all Law Enforcement Emerald Societies. We chose the 14th of May to be the date of our 
annual meeting and to hold that meeting in Washington DC to coincide with Police Week activities. The Candle Light Vigil is held on 
the 13th and the actual Memorial is held on the 15th, leaving the 14th as the perfect date. We also decided to hold a fall meeting in 
a different host city every year. Philadelphia was chosen for or fist fall meeting. It was at that meeting we signed the charter and we 
were officially up and running.  

Since that 1995 fall meeting, we have met in the following cities: 1996 Jersey City, NJ, 1997 Chicago, 1998 Boston, 1999 
Atlanta, 2000 San Francisco, 2001 Nassau Co, Long Island, NY (exactly 2 months after 9/11), 2002 St Louis, 2003 Miami, 2004 
New Orleans, 2005 New Haven CT, 2006 San Diego, 2007 Milwaukee (the first and only time we did NOT meet in November), 2008 
New Orleans (we returned to the Big Easy to show our support of our brothers and sister of the NOPD and their Emerald Society 
after Katrina), and 2009 Baltimore. This year we return to San Diego. While the location on 2011 has not be selected, it is between 
Las Vegas and New York, with Las Vegas in the lead. In 2012, we, for the first time, will leave the country and hold our fall meeting 
in London, England.  

London was chosen after they formed and Anglo-Irish Emerald Society within the Metropolitan Police Force. That group 
quickly grew to the largest fraternal association in the force. Their members are extremely excited and honored to have been 
chosen to host this now international meeting. I will post more information as to dates and travel arrangements as soon as I get 
them.  

As I have announced at nearly every one of our Emerald Society meetings, all of our members are invited to attend both 
the annual May meeting and the fall meetings. If you are interested in getting more information about these meetings, drop me an 
email at garda@hughes.net 
 

Jim Sanfilippo 

Past President, Emerald Society of Wisconsin 
1st Vice President, National Conference of Law Enforcement Emerald Societies, Inc 

 
 

mailto:garda@hughes.net
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Calling Everyone to help with the First Celtic Cookbook! 
 

Is it your fantastic dish that gets requested for all the family gatherings?   
 Are you known for the best desserts at the pot luck? 

Do you have Great Grandmothers Celtic Recipe? 
Then submit them to the ICHC for the Celtic Cookbook. 

We are composing a Celtic Cookbook as a fundraiser; the front cover will have all the Celtic Groups symbols/ 
coat of arms that have submitted recipes. 

Submissions must be received by June 30, 2010. 
 

Any questions can be addressed to Kristine Pluskota @ 
414-345-8800 at the ICHC. 

 

 

A job well done ! ! ! 
     

Congratulations to all of our members and supporters who represented the Emerald Society of Wisconsin at the Mass 
at St. Patrick’s church, the Downtown Parade and the Bluemound Road Parade.  It was great to see so many people 
marching in the parades.  You did our organization proud, as we continue to celebrate our 20th  anniversary.  Special 
thanks to the following law enforcement agencies who sent squad cars to represent their departments;   
 

American Legion Post #415 Brown Deer P.D. Greenfield P.D 

Marquette Public Safety Milwaukee County Sheriff Oak Creek P.D. 

Ozaukee County Sheriff Port Washington P.D. Village of Pewaukee P.D. 

Waukesha County Sheriff Wauwatosa P.D. Wisconsin State Patrol 

Thanks to everyone !!! 

Ken Donavan 
President 

 
The 2010 Run/Walk to Irish Fest 

T e a m   E m e r a l d   S o c i e t y  
 

The past two years the Emerald Society of Wisconsin entered a team in the annual Run/Walk to Irish Fest. The 2008 
Team had 34 runners and walkers and raised $580. The 2009 Team recruited less participants (25 runners and 
walkers) but raised an additional $955 in donations to benefit the Arthritis Foundation.  
 
We just opened the 2010 team website for the Run/Walk to Irish Fest on Saturday, August 21, and put a link to it on 
the Emerald Society website.  We need to have a least ten people registered before the July 27 deadline, but folks 
can register or donate right now on the team website.  Here are the highlights: 
  

 Easy on-line registration and/or donation.  

 Only $20 for adult registration ($25 with timing chip) and $12 for children ($17 with timing chip).  

 Registration fees and donations are tax-deductible  

 You get an event tee-shirt with the team name (Emerald Society) on the back.  

 You get free admission to Irish Fest for that day.  

 You get free water, coffee, snacks, etc.  

 We take a team photo.  

 You don't have to run; you can walk. 

Help us make this year the most successful event for Team Emerald Society ever.   

Take a look at our web site.  Register for the event.  Make a contribution on behalf of the team.  We need your support! 
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Thanks to all who have responded to the recent 
request to become current with their dues.   
 
Remember that dues are $25.00 per year.  You can 
pay your dues at our regular meeting or mail them to us 
at the address in the box to the right. 
 

The Bard is the official publication of the EMERALD SOCIETY of 

WISCONSIN P.O. Box 24, Milwaukee WI 53201-0024 and is published 
as often as we have something important to say. Dues are $25.00 per 
year. First year dues are waived for any recruit, cadet or student enrolled 

in a state-certified or federal basic law enforcement program.  
 
Web site:  www.emeraldsociety.us 
e-mail: dougbyers@att.net (Editor) or 
          kdonovan@carollu.edu  (Ken Donovan, President) 

Calendar of Events 
 
Monday, May 3,   2010  

Emerald Society Meeting  
Irish Fest Headquarters 
1532 Wauwatosa Ave 
Wauwatosa 
General Membership Meeting 7:00 P.M. 
Board of Directors Meeting  6:00 P.M 
 
Monday May 7, 2010 
State Law Enforcement \Memorial Ceremony,  

State Capital Grounds, Madison WI. 
12 Noon 
  
MAY 9-15 
National Police Week 
 
Tuesday, July 6, 2010 
Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Game 

7:05 P.M. 
Buffet starts at 6:00 P.M 
(Contact Tom Fischer for more info.   
Cost is $45.00 per person) 

. 
Aug 19 – 22, 2010 
IRISH FEST 2010  

30
th

 Anniversary 
Henry W. Maier Festival Park, Milwaukee, WI 
 
Monday, Sep  13

th
 , 2010 

Emerald Society Meeting  

Derry’s Pub 
5326 W. Bluemound Road 
General Membership Meeting 7:00 P.M. 
Board of Directors Meeting  6:00 P.M 
 
Note:  All dates and times are subject to change 
 

 

Emerald Society of Wisconsin 
                             Officers   Past Presidents 
President :   Ken Donovan John Isely 
President-Elect:   Tom Fischer  Pete Fleming 
Vice-President:   Dennis Moroney Bill Sullivan 
Secretary:  Josh Morgan Tom McKale 
Treasurer:  Gary Schneider Kevin Lynch 
Quartermaster:  John Mallon Jim Sanfilippo 
Historian:   Bill Sullivan Ken Donovan 
Irishman of the Year 2010   John Finnegan Pat Dunn 

John Finnegan 
Chaplain:  Bishop William P. Callahan                      

 
Board of Directors: 

   
 Elizabeth Hanson  March 2011 
 Kevin Lynch  March 2011 
 John Harrington  March 2012 
 Carol Ann Kashishian. March 2012 
 Ron Danielson  March 2013 
 Steve Roufus  March 2013 

    

The Bard Editor: Doug Byers 

 

 
                    

                         

NEXT MEETING  
   

Monday, May 3rd, 2010 
Irish Fest Headquarters 

1532 Wauwatosa Ave. (North 76 street) 
Wauwatosa 

 
7:00 P.M 

 

Board of Directors Meeting: 6:00 P.M. 

mailto:dougbyers@att.net

